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COVID-19 & ILI Trends

Following the trend from last week, COVID-19 and influenza-like illness (ILI) activity
remain minimal overall in Okaloosa. The COVID-19 Community Risk/Transmission Level continues
to be at MODERATE for Week 13 and the Community Level indicator is LOW. Please visit COVID-19
Community Levels for more information on (DC’s new tool to help communities and individuals
determine which prevention steps should be implemented based on local hospital and COVID-19
case numbers. COVID-19 Community Risk (Transmission) Levels will continue to be used by
healthcare settings since several of the infection prevention and control (IPC) measures (e.g., use
of source control, screening testing) are influenced by levels of transmission in the community.
Please see page 3 for information on ILI numbers in Okaloosa County.

COVID-19 Resources

“NEW* The CDC has updated the COVID-19 booster shot guidance for certain populations.
Please visit the (DC’s websites for COVID-19 vaccinations and, specifically, booster shots to stay
informed with the most current information, and please continue to promote the COVID-19 vaccine
as it is highly effective at preventing severe disease and death.

“NEW* A new federal Test to Treat program gives people a fast and easy way to get
lifesaving treatment for COVID-19. Through this program, if individuals test positive for COVID-19,
they may be eligible to receive a prescription and have it filled all at one location. Individuals can
also bring home testing results get evaluated by a healthcare provider for treatment.

Contact Us:

Florida Department of Health
in Okaloosa County

Epidemiology Section

24/7 Disease Reporting
850-833-9065

Confidential Fax:
850-833-7577
okaloosaepi@flhealth.gov
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Florida&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=12091
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0328-covid-19-boosters.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
https://aspr.hhs.gov/TestToTreat/Pages/default.aspx?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1052-DM76108&ACSTrackingLabel=COCA%20Now%3A%20New%20COVID-19%20Test%20to%20Treat%20Initiative%20and%20Locator%20Tool&deliveryName=USCDC_1052-DM76108
mailto:okaloosaepi@flhealth.gov
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Florida&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=12091
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Florida&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=12091
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COVID-19 IN OKALOOSA, CASES vs. VACCINATION
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Figure 1: Cumulative number of fully vaccinated Okaloosa residents as compared to COVID-19 cases per week. Data reported through previous Sunday.
Data Source: Merlin & (DC COVID Data Tracker
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
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Influenza-like Ilness (ILI) is defined as fever greater than or equal to 100°F AND cough andjor sore throat in the absence of another known cause.
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ANALYSIS: During Week 13, flu reporting partners and ESSENCE (a syndromic surveillance system) reported a slight iincrease in ILl activity for
Okaloosa County. The percentage of ILI ED visits in Okaloosa County increased from 2.15% during Week 12 to 2.52% during Week 13. Flu part-
ners reported 9 positive rapid influenza tests this week (9 Influenza Type A and 0 Type B). Over the past three weeks, 13 out of 118 influenza
specimens submitted to the state lab were positive (10 Influenza A unspecified, 2 Influenza A H3, 1 Influenza B unspecified). There was one re-
ported ILI admission. There were no outhreaks or deaths reported this week. The percentage of total ILI ED visits for Week 13 is higher than that
of Week 13 last year.

Note: Other respiratory syndromes can be represented by increased ILI case numbers. Data Source: ESSENCE
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Figure 3: Hospital ED visits meeting ILI criteria stratified by facility. Percentages calculated
Data Source: ESSENCE based on total number of ILI ED visits. (n=58). Data source: ESSENCE
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Week 13—Fort Walton Beach Medical Center
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Week 13—Twin Cities Hospital

Age Range

Top Syndrome

Total ED Visits for

Syndrome
0-4 RESP 5
5-19 INJURY 10
20-34 INJURY 12
35-54 Gl 13
55-74 INJURY, RESP 14,14
75+ INJURY 9

Week 13—Destin ER

Age Range

Top Syndrome

Total ED Visits for

Syndrome
0-4 FEVER 6
5-19 Gl, RESP 6,6
20-34 Gl 8
35-54 Gl, INJURY 6,6
55-74 RESP 12
75+ INJURY 6

Age Group Top Syndrome
0-4 FEVER
5-19 INJURY
20-34 Gl F
35-54 Gl or I
HEALTH
75+ INJURY Okaloosa County

Data Source: ESSENCE



